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DFAT Community Grants

The Community Grants Program is a ﬂexible small grants program funded by the Australian Government through the Department of Foreign Aﬀairs and Trade (DFAT).
The program supports locally led activities that improve development outcomes for communities in eligible countries. Community Grants are designed to assist organisations and community groups to deliver practical, sustainable and impactful activities that respond to local needs and priorities. This may include activities such as training, service delivery, community development initiatives and small-scale infrastructure projects. Budget should not exceed AUD70,000 for a duration of 21 months. 

The program aims to support activities that:
· improve the wellbeing and development outcomes of local communities
· respond to locally identiﬁed needs and priorities
· promote sustainable and inclusive development
· build community capacity and resilience
· deliver practical and measurable beneﬁts for beneﬁciaries.

Community Grants Program funding is generally available to:
· locally registered non-government organisations (NGOs)
· community-based organisations
· academic and educational institutions
· sporting organisations
· religious organisations
· individuals acting on behalf of a community or group for a development-related purpose. 

Community Grants funding is generally not available to:
· United Nations agencies or other multilateral organisations
· partner governments or government agencies
· Australian non-government organisations
· private businesses
· communities located in Australia.

Priority areas for Community Grants 2026 for Nepal are:

Priority Sector 1: Combating Caste-Based Discrimination
· Projects that address caste-based discrimination, including through strengthening the capacity of human rights defenders and civil society organisations, and working to advance the rights of Dalits.
Priority Sector 2: Providing disability-inclusive services
· Initiatives that improve accessibility, support independent living, expand disability-inclusive services, and promote the development and use of accessible communication tools across Nepal.
Priority Sector 3: Entrepreneurship and Export Readiness
· Projects that aim at improving the value-chain of Nepali products with potential to export, and strengthen trade, business linkages and market access, with benefits for disadvantaged communities.

Applications should outline how the project will respond to gender equality, disability, and social inclusion issues in their implementation.

Community Grants Program funding cannot be used for activities where the primary purpose is:
· supporting commercial ventures or generating proﬁt
· funding ongoing operational costs such as salaries, utilities, rent or routine administration expenses
· purchasing vehicles or other major operational assets
· funding international travel
· sponsoring major sporting tournaments or events without a clear development outcome
· supporting partner government activities
· promoting Australian commercial or political interests.

How to apply?
Eligible organisations are invited to complete the Application form available at: https://dfatcommunity.smartygrants.com.au/2026Kathmandu. 

Shortlisted applicants will then be invited to complete a detailed application for further competitive screening. Organisations invited to submit a full application are not guaranteed funding. Success will depend on application quality and available funds.

Indicative Timeline
· EOI launch, submission, assessment and shortlisting - October/November 2026
· Full proposals, assessment, due diligence and approval - November/December 2026
· Grant agreement preparation, activation and payment arrangements - January 2027
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